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3 Mark the pertect man, and behold the 21 
upright; for the ead of that man is peace. 
Fjaim 37. 37. 2 


We deſire to hear of thee what thou 


thinkeſt; for as concerning this ſect, we 
| know that every where it is ſpoken againſt, * 
| Acts 28. . 
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Precio in the fight of the Lord i 10 ; the death. 
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J-; is N a cuſtomary nor an agreeable 
1 office to me to preach funeral diſcourſes. 
The practice, in this neighbourhood, is- 
ſomewhat ſingular; by no means, at leaſt, ſo 
common as in many other places. And, 'F 
think, it is well that it is ſo, conſidering the 


preſent languid ſtate of pure and undefiled 


religion. Examples of rare virtue and ex- 
alted piety are not frequently to be met 
with. And theſe, with a few other extraor- 
dinary inſtances, ſeem to be the only caſes. 
where funeral Sermons are fully juſtifiable. 


Whether the preſent is one of [thoſe caſes 


you will be the better able to judge, my 
brethren, when you have heard me to the 
end. I own the taſk is undertaken by me 


with pleaſure, and more eſpecially as it was 


our dear deceaſed Friend's particular deſire. 


I had not indeed any long or familiar ac- 
quaintance with her, but what I have ſeen 


prejudiced me much in her favour; and the 


deſire of dying 2 . has always much 


N * weight 
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weight with my mind. She did not howe- 
ver chuſe the text which has been read to 
you; but as it was particularly ſweet and 
precious to her during her illneſs, and as 
it is alſo. well adapted to the occaſion, 1 
thought our time this afternoon could not 
be more uſefully employed than in contem- 
plating its meaning, and applying it to our 
mutual benefit and edification. _ 

But before we proceed with the conſider- 
ation. of the text, it may not be improper 
to obviate certain ſeruples and objections, 
which will probably ariſe in the minds of a 
eonſiderable number of perſons in this nu- 
werous aſſembly. 

„ What huſineſs, ſay they, have woo 10 
a Clergyman of the Church of England, to 
preach a funeral ſermon for a Methodiſt 
Preacher's Wife? | 
Without the leaft diſguiſe or FRO YE I 
wilt endeavour to anſwer this objection, 
with others of the fame kind, and leave you 
to judge of my conduct and views, as you, 
in your wifdom, ſhall think meet. And I 
do this. the rather, becauſe I would have 
every perſon whom it may any way concern, 
to know what are my private opinions con- 
cerning the different religious ſects and Par- 
ties Which prevail among us. 


And, in che firſt N my brethren, 1 
have 
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CH 

have always conſidered - the people called 
Methodiſts as members of our own: church, 
in the ſtrict and proper ſenſe of the words. 
They profeſs themſelves ſuch; they are bap- 
tized as ſuch; they attend the public ſer- 
vice of the church as ſuch; they believe 
and receive her doctrines; they partake with 
us of the holy Communion ; and, when 
they die they are happy to lay their bones 
with us. What further, or better proofs, 
can any man have, or deſire, of their being: 
Members of the Chureh of England? 

© But, if the Methodiſts are Members: 


of the Eſtabliſhed Church, what neceſſity is. 


there for them to have preachers of their 
own, diſtinct from the regular Clergy 2” 


A large number aß the Eftablilhed Mer- 


gy, and 1 many alfo among our Diffenting; 


Brethren, are now, and have been for ſeve-- 
ral years, gone off from the doctrine of our 


Church and the Reformation. They retain 
the ceremonies and modes of worſhip which 


prevailed amongſt our anceſtors, but have 


rejected ſeveral of the moſt important doc 
trines and religious principles: and in the 
room of them, they have ſubſtitutedla lean 


A3 3 and. 


* Since this eden was preached, I have been told that many 
of che Methodiſts, in different parts of the kingdom, do not attend; 
the ſervice of the eſtabliſhed church, and thar ſeveral of their preach» 
ers are Diſſenters in principle, The-above obſervations, Is. 

in ſuch-caſes, muſt be underſtood with ſome limitation. 
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and meagre morality of their own, collect- 


ed, partly from the books of the Old and 
New Teſtament, and partly from the cele- 
brated writers of antient Greece and Rome. 
Hence the pulpit is every now and then at 
war with the reading deſk, and the reading 


deſk with the pulpit. Their diſcourſes, 


though oftentimes very ſenſible, and written 
in good language, are flat, dull and jejune, 
and moſt commonly delivered in a man- 
ner equally inſipid and unaffecting. The 


lives alſo and conduct of the clergy are too 


frequently what they ought not to be; nay, 


ſometimes they are highly looſe and immo- 


ral; and inſtead of being Euſamples to the 


flocks over which the Holy Ghoſt bath made 


them overſeers, they are oftentimes the jeſt 


and laughing-ſtock of their aſſociates in 


diſſipation and wickedneſs. Hence their 
Preaching is of no effect. They do no 
goed, Indeed they do a deal of harm. 
Inſtead of turning the wicked from the er- 
ror of their ways, they are encouraged and 
confirmed in their iniquity; partly by their 
evil example, and partly by the pliable na- 


the pulpit. | 

This, my brethren, this is the true and 
original cauſe of the riſe and progreſs of 
what the world reproachfully calls * | 
| ” | 5 | um. 
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diſm. It is no new religion, as many per- 
ſons ignorantly ſuppoſe; it is only a revival 
of the old, and almoſt exploded doctrines of 


the goſpel of Chriſt and our own church, in a 
different way. And, if the clergy of the eſta- 
bliſhed church had throughout the kingdom 
done their duty, had lived and preached the 


goſpel and the doctrines of the reformation 
faithfully, Methodiſm ſo called had never 


made its appearance in the world. The 


methodiſt preachers, I conclude therefore, 


have been raiſed up by the great Head: of 
the church, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to revive 
the old, exploded, or neglected doctrines of 
the church of England; to ſupply the cler- 


gy's lack of ſervice, and to provoke us to 


jealouſy and emulation. 


And though theſe preachers are different 
from the eſtabliſhed clergy in ſeveral re- 


ſpecs, yet it ſeems they ought rather to be 


conſidered as coadjutors and helpers, as la- 
bourers together with us in awakening fin- 

ners, and in building up the faithful, than 
as oppoſers and enemies, or than as a ſeparate 
body of men, and a diſtinct denomination of 
Chriſtians. And if we were good-natured one 
with another, and friendly one towards ano- 
ther there is work enough for us all, and the 
hat effects might follow. The harveſt js 
pleareous, and the labourers are few. We 


ought, 
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ought therefore; rather: to ſtrengthen. than 
weaken each others hands. We all aim at the 
fame end, andexpect to arrive at the ſame hga- 
ven of reſt and peace. Let us not fall out by 
the way, and plunge one another in the dan- 
gerous flood, but help each other to gain 
the land. If mankind are made wiſer and 
better, holier and happier; if Chriſt is 
Preached and ſouls faved, I therein do re- 
Joice, yea, and will rejoice; whoever are the 
1nſtruments. The methodiſt preachers, as 
far as J have been able to learn, do not pre- 
tend to oppoſe the eſtabliſhed church; they 
do not, as a body of men, adminiſter either 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm, or the Lord's 
Supper; they only preach the Word, and 
pray with and for the people, and endea- 
vour to convince finger of the error of 
their ways, and to. build them up in piety 
| and holineſs, and fo. to prepare them for 
everlaſting happineſs. And, in a very 
a. ſtrong ſenſe, I conceive, this is the duty 
ll of every private Chriſtian, That animating 
” addreſs of Saint James is not confined to 
” miniſters of the Goſpel alone, but is, com- 
mon to every member of the church of 
Chriſt: Brethren, if any of yon do. err from 
the truth, and one convert him; let him know, - 
that be who converteth the ſinner from the er- 
J 14 


I 9 * = 
ror of Bio way, ſhall ſave a fout from death, 
and ſhall hide a — hr of fins. © 


It is in their warm attachment to a 
eſtabliſhed Rey that the Methodiſts, as 


a body of people (for 1 am told there are 


many ade amongſt them who are 
Diffenters in principle) differ, eſſentrally 
differ from every denomination. of Diſſent- 
ers whatever. Every other denomination 
of Chriſtians exert all their power and in- 
fluence to draw off the Members of the 
Church of England to their own commu- 
nion. And, if once they are drawn off, 
they not only ceaſe: to affomble with us for 
the worfhip of Almighty God, and to bap- 
tize their children in our way, and to re- 
ceive the holy communion with us; but, 
their minds being alienated from us, and 
embittered againſt us, they uſually: become 


our moſt virulent oppoſers, not only in 
forms and ceremonies, but oftentimes. alſo - 
in the great leading and fundamental Wy” 


trines of the goſpel. 
This then, I ſay, is a very great 100 ma- 
terial difference between the methodiſts and 
every denomination of diſſenters. The 
former are the avowed friends, and the lat- 
ter the declared and determined enemies of 
the church of eee as s elbe in theſe 
mag] BU 1.0 
* Are 
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e Are not many of the methodiſt oh. 
ers men of the loweſt ranks in life, and det, 


15 titute of all human learning?“ 


This objection comes with a very ill 
grace Gor. .thoſe:; perſons who believe, or 
pretend toi believe, the goſpel of our com- 
mon Lord. The great apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, though a man of conſiderable learn- 
ing and abilities himſelf, aſſures us, that 
in his time not many wiſe men after the fleſh, 
not many mighty, not many noble were called; 
but that God had choſen the fooliſh things of 
the: world to confound the wiſe; and the weak 
things of. the. world to confound the things 
which were mighty; and baſe things of the 
world, and things which were deſpiſed, yea, 
- ond. things which were not, to bring to nought, 

things: that are; that no fleſh ſhould glory in 

his . And a greater than the apoſtle 

makes it a matter of praiſe and thankful- 
neſs, that his holy and righteous Father 

had ſo conſtituted the diſpenſation of the 

goſpel, that the wiſe, the great, and the 
learned almoſt univerſally rejected it. I 
bank thee, O Fatber, Lord F heaven and 
earth, that thou haſt. hid theſe things from 
the wiſe and ' prugent, and haſt revealed them 
unto babes: even Jo, Tamer for ſo it Jermed 
good 1 in thy fight, | + 

What therefore if the methodiſt preach- 
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ers are many of them men of the loweſt 
rank, and of the moſt inconſiderable at- 
tainments in human learning, was not this 


the caſe alſo in the firſt and pureſt ages of 


the goſpel? Was not Chriſt, the Founder of 
our religion, and was not the glorious 
company of the apoſtles, under ſimilar cir- 
cumſtances, both with reſpect to rank and 
learning? And did ever men ſpeak like 
theſe men? Was ever ſucceſs in winning 


ſouls equal to their ſucceſs? They poſſeſſed 


not, it is true, thoſe qualifications which 
are ſo highly eſteemed among men; but 


then they were furniſhed by heaven with 


endowments far ſuperior and more effica- 
cious. They were men of good natural 
underſtandings, in common with others, 
and full of faith and the Holy-Ghoft. Theſe} 


conceive, are the moſt eſſential qualifica- 


tions for a preacher of the everlaſting goſ- 
pel. And without theſe qualifications, the 
moſt accurate knowledge of the Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew Languages, together 
with the moſt ready and familiar acquaint- 


ance with all the arts and ſciences, will be 


of little, or no avail. Beſides, to ſpeak 
the truth, without fear of any man, have 
we not many, very many among the eſta- 
bliſhed clergy, who are highly deficient in 
human learning? And, what is more to be 


: 5 lamented, 
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lamented, in divine hb wiedge alſo? And 
are not conſiderable numbers among our 
diſſenting brethren equally ſuperficial in 
their attainments ? Why ſhould we then ſo 
liberally throw out our cenfures upon the 
methodiſt preachers for their want of learn- 


ing, ſeeing every denomination of Chriſtian 
teachers is liable, in a conſiderable degree, 
to the ſame cenſure? Let us be candid. 


Let us lay aſide fooliſh, and ignorant preju- 
dice, Let us acknowledge what is wrong, 
and approve and applaud what is right and 
good among all ranks and denominations 
of men. We have all ſomething worthy 
of praiſe, and ſomething deſerving of 
blame. It is highly probable that there is 
no ſe or party of Chriſtians where both 
eminent learning, and eminent piety are 
not to be found. The Roman Catholics 
have their Fenelons and their Rollins; the 
Diſſenters their Wattses and their Dod- 
133 s; the Methodiſts their Weſleys and 
their Whitfields, and we of the Eftabliſh- 
ment (if the laſt-mentioned names ought 
to be conſidered ſeparately, which 1 77 no 
means allow) a Deng catalogue of illoſtri- 
ous worthies. 

But, are not the Methodiſts very wild 
and enthufiaſtical?” ? 


1 tell thee, lukewarm or 1 
hearted 


„ 


hearted brother, that, let it be as it may 


with them, it would be well for thee, if 


thou hadſt a little more warmth and fer- 
vour than thou art already poſſeſſed of. I 

ſay, it would be happy for thee. Thou 
wouldſt be no worſe a man, and thou 


wouldſt be a much better Chriſtian. We 


have known indeed both enthuſiaſtic Me- 
thodiſts, Churchmen, Preſbyterians, Roman 
Catholics, and Quakers; ſuch, I mean, as 
have been really wild and extravagant in 
their religious notions : but theſe follies 
and abſurdities, into which well-meaning, 
and even pious people have ſometimes 
fallen, are no juſt and proper objection to 
the life and power of godlineſs. There is 
as much danger, nay far more, from 1 
warmneſs and a cool indifference in the great 
things of God and religion, as there is from 
an over-heated zeal and fervour. For the 
holy ſcriptures never reprove our warmth, 
when properly directed, but command us to 
love God, not in a ſmall degree, not with 
a part only of our mental powers, but with 
all our beart, and mind, and ſoul, and 
ſerengtbh. And our Saviour aſſures us, that 
he is, ſo far from approving of your cool, 


indifferent, half-hearted;: rational profeſſors 
® hie uu as e ty” to val them- 
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ſelves, chat he <oi/l ſfpue them out if Dis 
mouth, and caſt them off for ever! ; 
In ſhort, all large bodies of profelling 
Chriſtians have both weak, wicked, and 
hypocritical members. Hath the church of 
England none? Have we no ignorant, fool- 
iſh, hardened, wicked, or hypocritical per- 
ſons among us? And all ſects, and parties, 
and numerous bodies of Chriſtians, have, 1 
would charitably hope, many pious, 0 
and upright members. And theſe pious, ſin- 
cCere, and upright followers of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which are to be found amongſt the 
various denominations of believers through- 
out the world, conſtitute the real, myſtical 
body and church of Chriſt here upon earth. 
All thoſe who hold the Head, Chriſt Jeſus, 
who believe in him, love him, fear him, 
obey his laws, and aſcribe unto him the 
whale: undivided: glory of the foul's ſalva- 
vation; among the Churchmen, Methodiſts, 
Catholics: andoDifſenters; all theſe, I ſay, 
belong to Chriſt; they are the Elect, the 
Choſen, the Saints, the Children of God, 
the Heirs of Glory. All the reſt, namely, 
all unconverted, diſobedient, ſelf-righteous, 
unholy Churchmen; Methodiſts, Diſſen ters, 
and Roman Catholits- are of the devil. 
They are the children of this worid, the 
ſons of Belial, the chaff, the tares, the ſtub- 


a ble, the reprobate, and have neither al 
nor 


{ 
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nor lot in the fibration that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus. They live without hope, and they 
ſhall - die without honour. Hear what the 


oracles of truth fay—— Upon the ungodly the 


Lord fhall rain ſuanes, fire and brimſtone, 


ſtorm and Tempeſt, this ſhall be their portion 


to drink. Me Lord Jeſus foall be revealed 
From heaven, with his migbiy angels, in flam-, 
ing Fre, taking vengeance on all them that 
know-not God, and obey not the goſpel of our 


Lord Feſus Chriſt ; who ſhall be puniſhed 
with "everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence 


nofithe Lord, aud from the glory of his power. 
Know ye ut that the unrighteous fhall not 
inberit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived; 
- neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul- 


"terers, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor »drunk- | 
ads, non 'revilers, nor e Hall is in- 


eker, kingdom of God. 
Theſe, and fuch as theſe, are the teola- 
rations and diſtinctions of heaven, and by 


. which we muſt all ſtand, or fall at the laſt 


day. Omitting therefore every ſmaller dif- 


-ference, which is, comparatively; of little, 
ore no importance, I would earneſtly: deſire 


and exhort all pious men of every deno- 


mination, and of every religious ſenti- 
ment, whether they are Churchmen, Me- 
thodiſts, Catholics, or Diſſenters, to agree 
to differ, and to meet one another on the 
20 | 5 "049. iT * 
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j broad Rach baſis of | Chriſtian: charity. 
Let all good men unite together in one in- 
diſſoluble bond of union, to oppoſe, not 
one another, but the world, the fleſn, and 
the devil, and to promote the common in- 
tereſts of Chriſtianity, and the general wel- 
fare of the human race. And if there be 
any thing of a nature not ſinful in the re- 
ligious differences and peculiarities, which 
prevail among us, let us leave the deciſion 
of it to che judgment of the great day. In 
the mean time, as God, the wiſeſt and beſt 
of Beings, is no ręſpecter of perſons, but a 
lover of every man that fearetb bim and 
. aworketh righteouſneſs, in whatever nation he 

is found, 1 let it be among us. Let us 
love one another. Let us bear with one 
another. Let us not ſpeak evil one of ano- 
ther; but rather let us do good one to ano-- 
ther, always believing that he is the beſt 
man, by what name ſoever he is called, 
who is of the moſt loving, patient, meek, 
and benevolent ſpirit, and doth the largeſt 
ſhare of good and kind actions to the fouls 
and bodies of men. This is undoubtediy 
the religion of the bible. And were we 
poſſeſſed of the knowledge of angels, the 
_ -zeal of ſeraphs, and the orthodoxy: 1 apoſ- 
tles, and ſtill to continue ſtrangers to this 
een godlineſs, this hepa eee rpgge 
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be-done- by religion, we are nothing. We 
might, were 1t neceſſary, quote a large part. 


of the word of God to confirm this aſſer- 


tion: MA bo is a wiſe man, and endued with. 
knowledge among you? Let him ſhew out of A 
good converſation his works with meeknefs of 


wiſdom. But if ye have bitter envying and 


Ariſe in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 


againſt the truth. This -w om deſcendeth 


nos from above, but is earthly, ſenſual, 1 
viliſh : for where envying and ſtrife is, there 


is confuſion and every evil work. - But the 


wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, then - 


Peaceable, gentle, and :eafy to be entreated, 
Full of mercy and good fruits, without parti- 
ality and without hypacriſy.—Beloved, let us 
love one another; for love is of. God; and 
every one that loveth is born of God; and 
knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth 
uot God; for God is love. If we love one 
another, God dwelleth in us; and his love is 


gerfented in us. He that dwelleth in love, 


- dwwelleth in God, and God in him. —T] botgh 


1 ſpeak with the tongues of men, and of an- 


gels, and have not tharity,-or an unbounded 


good will to all the ſons of men, I am be 


come as ſounding” braſs, or a tinkling cymbal. 
And thaugh I bave the gift of prophecy, and 


underſtand all myſteries, and all knowledge; - 


and N [ Pave all faith, fo that” F could 


8 e : remove 
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remove mountains, and have not charity, I am 
nothing. And though I beſtow all my goods 

to feed the poor, and though J give my body 

zo be burned, and have not charity, it profit- 

eth me nothing. Charity ſuffereth long, and 

rs kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth 
not itſelf; is not puffed up; doth not behave 

 mſelf unſeemly ; ſeeketh not ber .own; is not 

 eafily provoked; thinketh no evil; reiceth 

. not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
beareth all things; believeth all things ; hop- 

eth all things; endureth all things. 

Seriouſly would J recommend the daily 
peruſal of theſe ſtriking portions of God's. 
word, together with our Saviour's ſermon 
upon the mount, to all the narrow- minded 
angry bigots, and zealous diſputants, of 
every denomination, throughout the king- 
dom. Important would be the conſe- 
quences, and happy the effects, not only to 
themſelves, but to ſociety at large, and to 
the general intereſts of religion in the 
world. Come then, my brethren, and 


5 | Diſcreetly faithful to che hallow'd bonds Ph 

| Of pute religion, let us, like herſelf 

Be wild, compaſſionate, indulgent, wiſe; 

Nor fiok another in the dangerous flodd 
That we may gain the land. Forgiveneſs ſhines 
"The child of reaſon—rancovr is the bale, | 

Miſhapen progeny of ignorance. 

In this our tranſient day of pain and grief, 1 

on. Fa, . 
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Sprung from the ſame great fire, ſo let us live it 
As owning the fraternal tie divine, — 
«© And lighten mutually each other's load. 
«© We tread the path of life, all bent beneath 1 ; 
fAffliction's galling weight. A thouſand foes f 1 
„ Threaten, with aſpect ſtern, our frail exiſtence, 
* Which, always murmuring, we would fain ſhake off, 
© Yet always cheriſh with aſſiduous care. 
% Our devious paſſions wander; no ſupport, + 
* No guide is near: now ſcorch'd with fierce deſire, | 
© And now in frozen laſſitude congeal'd. 
* The charms of bland ſociety, at leaſt { 
For ſome ſhort moments, may our pains beguile : 5 } 
A remedy too impotent to heal £5 | 
' „The unceaſing ſting of miſery, Wherefore tben 1 
Pollute with venom the few cordial _ 2 5 
** Alloted us by heaven?“ ik 


Enough, perhaps, fi! bel id to of: 
ten your ſpirits, my brethren, and to obvi- 
ate the objections, which, I apprehend, 
would ariſe in your minds upon this occa- 
ſton; we will now, therefore, return to the 
conſideration of the words of our text— 
Precious in the fight of the Lord is 2 death ; 
of his ſaints. a 

And, we may here in the firſt! lace, 
though very briefly, enquire what the re 


ture means by a ſaint, and how any of the 
fons of men become intitled to that cha- 
racter. Secondly, we may conſider in what 
lenſe the death of ſuch is precious in the 
Lebe, ig the Lord. And, thirdly, we will 

more 


8 

more fully apply che whole to the caſe of 
our departed neighbour, ſiſter, and friend. | 
Now faint is a common term made uſe 

of in the bible; to expreſs the character of 
a ſervant of God. - The word ſignifies 
holy, and ſometimes means one that is ce- 
remonially dedicated, or devoted to God; 

and, at other times, one that is really like 
unto him in the frame and diſpoſition - of 
the ſoul, by being made a partaker of the 

divine nature. The word occurs no leſs 
than a hundred times in the Old and New 
Teſtament, and moſt commonly too in one 
or other of theſe ſenſes. It ſignifies, in 
the proper and ſaving ſenſe of the term, a 
believer in Chriſt Jeſus, a holy and godly, 
a juſtified, and ſanctified perſon, one that 
is internally and externally, freely and wil- 
lingly, devoted to the ſervice - of God, 
through Jeſus Chriſt. | | 1- 

But, ſince no man is ſuch by nature, it 
is reaſonable to enquire im what manner, 
and by what means, any of us may bes 
come Lied to this high and honourable 
diſtinction ?. And this is -no otherwiſe than 
in a way of regeneration, . Being born in 
fin, and by nature the children of wrath, 
we muſt be born again, and made the chil- 


_ dren of God 1 adoption a and en The 
| ahead 
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proceſs. of this great work, and the ſteps to 
this exalted character are ſuch as theſ. 
The firſt is laid in conviction for ſin, in 
a deep, abiding ſenſe of the loſt, helpleſs, 
and hopeleſs condition of every child of 
man, till renewing and regenerating grace 
is received and felt in the ſoul. - We muſt 
ſee, we muſt know, we muſt feel this. 
And when the Lord, by. the powerful 
energy of his word and ſ pirit, hath taught 
us this painful and 3 though: ſa- 
lutary leſſon, we muſt by no means be con- 
tented to reſt here. For to know that 1 
am wounded, is not to be cured- To 
know that I am ſick, is not to be well. To 
be convinced and to feel that I am a fianer, 
is not to be pardoned. To be ſenſible 
that I owe more money than I am Worth 
and able to pay, alle not diſcharge m 
debts and ſet me at liberty. After we are 
convinced of ſin, therefore, and have taſted, 
ſeen, and felt our ruined and miſerable 
condition, as ſinners againſt the great God, 
we muſt look about for a deliverer, n 
that is both able and willing to ſave»; And, 
upon the moſt mature and deliberate conſi- 
deration, WhO is there in heaven, or on 
earth, that is equal to the arduous "taſk, - 
but Jeſus? He is the way, the truth; and „„ 
life; and no man TORY aHnto the ae 
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by bim. There is 'noe "other name ond 
beauen given among mem whereby "we *may: or 
can. be faved. His blood alone cleanſetb from 
all in; and by bim all that believe are juſti- 
Ned from allubings from ꝛbbirb they coul not be 
Juſtiſed vy:theitaw:. of Maqſes, or by any other 

law. The convinced ant! broken-hearted 
ſioul ſees this; and ſeeing it, ſhe flies unto 
_ being encouraged. ſꝰ to do by his own 
gracious commands and declarations.— 
Come 'unto me, all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laclen, rand: Freviblighue you ret. Tale 
ny volte upum you, and leurn of me; for I ann 
week and lowlyin heart, and ye ſpall nd reſt 
unt your :fouls.—Him that cometh to me Ap 
willi inmo wiſe caſt out. Seel ye the Lord 
<ebile»ihe may. be found; cull ye upon him 
sobile he is near; let the wicked forſake his 
way, und tlie unrighteons. man his ubougbrs, 
und let him turn Kerr ithe Lord aud be will 
have merey upon him, uu to bur God, for be 
will abundantly pardan. I he force of ſuch 
Sracious invitations as thefe being mo longer 

Able eto reſiſt, e yields herſelf 4 willing 
captive, and finds the knowledge of ſalva-· 
tian by the remiſſion of boring. Being juſts- 
Ned by faith, ſhe hat peace with G ns 
eur Lord Jęſus Chrift, and tbe love o, Gol is 
ſhed abroad in the beurt, 1 ls it. with 


- —_ and — For vr. 91 
| Thus 
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Thos: my brethren; the man that before 


was a ſinner, unpardoned and unholy, in a 
ſtate of. nature, ruin and condemnation, 
paſſes from ſpiritual death and bondage into 
a ſtate of grace, ſpiritual life and liberty, and 
becomes, from being a child of wrath and 
an heir of miſery, a ſaint, a choſen veſſel, © a: 
c member of Chriſt, a child of God, and 
Dan inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.“ 
His heart is filled with love to God, to his 
people, to his ways, and to his word. He 
does juſtly, be loves mercy, and walks. humbly 
with: his reconciled God and Father in. 
Chriſt Jeſus: and giving ali diligence to make 
his calling and eleltion ſure, he adds to his 
faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and 
to knowleage- temperance, and to temperance 
patience, and to patience godlineſs, - and to- 
godlingſs brotherly kinaneſs, and to brotherly 
eindueſs charity: and, being careful $647 
nothing, but in every. thing by. prayer and 
ſupplication with thankſgiving letting bis re- 
gueſts: be made known-unto-God; the: peace of 
Cod, which paſſeth all underſtanding, keeps © 
his heart 1 mind, through © Feſus Chriſt. 


: Heerrejoices ewermdre, he ꝓprays. it,! cegſ- 
ing, and in every thing he gives thanks, no. 


ing that this is the will of God in Chriſt 
Jaſus concerning al his children. In ſhort; 


* n e dies -comfortablys: and. f 
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ſhall reign gloriouſly. Trials he may 
trials he ſhall and muſt have; but: his-robes 
being wwaſned and made white in the Blood of 
the Lomb. he ſhall riſe ſuperior to all his 
tribulations: yea, he ball ſtand before the 


threne of God, and ſerve him day and night 


in his temple, and he that ſitteth on the throne 
ſhall dwell with him. He ſhall hunger no 
more, neither thirſt any more, neither ſhall the 
ſun light on bim, nor any beat. | For the 
Lamb which is in the midſt of the throne 

ſhall feed him, and ſhall lead bim unto living 


Fountains of waters; and God ſhall wipe 


away all tears from his eyes. 
And now, my brethren, have you under- 


ſtood theſe things? If you have, 'don't you 


conceive it a very deſirable thing to be a 


ſaint? I believe much the greater part of us 
think ſo: and J am ſure we ſhall all be of 


the ſame mind when we come to die. For 


let us live as we may, and diſbelieve, or 
pretend to diſbelieve, whatever we pleaſe, 


in the days of health and proſperity, we are 


ſure to become converts to piety and reli- 


gion when ſickneſs and diſſolution approach 


us. “ We may live fools, - but. fools. we 


ann die 


24 As the ak c. 154 bit Caine 3 


and exalted character, ſo the death of a 


y able death. 


ian 1 a Precio: and deſi 
_—_ Even 


A 


„ 


Even Balaam could ſay, that wicked and 
jeſuitical prophet could ſay, Let me die the. 
death of the righteous, and let my laſt end be 
like his. Though he wiſhed to enjoy the 


wages of unrighteouſneſs while he lived, 


he could not help being deſirous of the re- 
wards of virtue and goodneſs when he was 
dead. And have we no Balaams, think 
you, my brethren, in our days? O!] let us 


be mindful of his unhappy end, and turn 


our feet from the ways of the deſtroyer. 


The love of money, and the love of ho- 


nour, ſunk his ſoul into everlaſting perdi- 


tion! | 1 5 „ 
But how, or in what ſenſe is the death of 


a ſaint precious in the fight of the Lord? In 
a variety of reſpects. He loves his ſaints. 


They are the perſons for whom the world 
was originally created. They are the per- 
{ons for whom the preſent frame of nature 
is upheld, and in behalf of whom all the 
diſpenſations of Providence are carrying on. 
They are the perſons for whom the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt more immediately ſhed his 
blood. They are the perſons for whom he 
ever liveth to make interceſſion at his Fa- 

ther's right hand in heaven, And they, 


and they alone are the perſons who ſhall 


live .and r eign in bliſs and glory everlaſt- 


gs nn T; OI 
| C ne 


„ 

And though God permits them to be 
tried in the furnace of affliction and adver- 
ſity in common with other men, this is only 
to make them fit for himſelf, and capable 
of a more high and exalted degree of life 
and felicity. And even in death, though 
in the fight of the unwiſe he ſeems to for- 
ſake them, and to make no diſtinction be- 
_ tween his children and the children of the 
wicked one; yet to a diſcerning eye, and 
on the principles both of natural and re- 
vealed religion, there is a difference no leſs 
than infinite. Abel, Noah, Abraham, I- 
#aac, Jacob, Moſes, the Prophets, Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, are all dead. Yea, 
in ſome ſenſe, they died the common death of 
al men. They went through many and 
fiery. trials, through pain, and grief, and 
huge affliction: but who would take upon 
him to ſay that there was no difference be- 
tween their laſt end, and the laſt end of a 
Pharaoh, an Abſalom, an Ahithophel, of 
a Judas, and of all, the wicked and un- 
righteous generation? There is a difference, 
my brethren, there is an important differ- 
ence. The hope of the one is full of im- 
mortality, while the hope of the other ſhall 
aſſuredly periſh. The one is enabled, moſt 
5 commonly, to ſmile at pain, and to bid 
| defiance to death and the grave; while w_ 
i other 


E 
other groans and is ſullen and ſilent, in 
fearful expectation of the judgment to 
come. The death of the one is precious 
in the ſight of the Lord; while the death 
of the . is accurſed. The one, by an 
eye of faith, ſees Jeſus ſtanding on the Abe 
band of power, and angels waiting to re- 
ceive him; the ſoul of the other, if pro- 
perly ſenſible, is filled with dark and gloomy 
proſpects. The one dies, and, like Laza- 
rus, 1s carried on the wings of angels into 
Abraham's boſom; the other departs and 
is buried, and, like Dives, in bell he Lifts | 
up his eyes, being in torment. 

Surely then, my brethren, there is a dif- 
ference, a very great and material differ- 
ence between the death of a ſaint and the 
death of a ſinner! A difference, as great as 
between heaven and hell! The one ſhall be 
everlaſtingly ſaved, and the other everlaſt- 
ingly damned! _ 

And now, Sirs, I have the pleaſure to 
a inform you, that all this which I have 
ſpoken, concerning the character and death. 
of a ſaint, is ſtrictly applicable to that. 
excellent woman whoſe departure we 4 
aſſembled to lament. Lament, did I ſay? 
Let me retract the unguarded expreflion— ; 
Whoſe death we now celebrate ! For the 


man or woman. who. dies, and dies well, 
"KA 1 ſhall: 


5 

mall never more be a ſubject of lamenta- 
tion to me. I may feel my own loſs, but 
never will again repine at their diſmiſſion 
from this vain and tranſitory ſcene of 
things, and entrance into real and feng 
nent felicity and glory. 
If we believe the holy eie to con- 
tain the words of truth and ſoberneſs, we 
cannot doubt of her happy diſcharge from 
this warfare, when J tell you the manner of 
her life, and the ſtate' of her ſoul, more 
eſpecially during her laſt illneſs. _ , 

Mrs. Rogers was born of relightus-; pa- 
rents, near Maidſtone in Kent; and ſhe 
uſed often to thank God for their piety, 
and for the Chriſtian education and exam 
ple, which ſhe was happy enough to enjoy 
in her youth. She had ferious impreſſions 
on her mind from a child, and was early 
led to ſee into the plan of falvation by faith 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, When ſhe was 
about fix, or eight years of age, her con- 
victions were ſuch as made her frequently 
leave her little companions, and retire into 

rivate corners to pray, while they were en- 
Joyin themſelves in play and recreation. 
Yea, 1 love to the word of God, and ſe- 
cret Prayer appeared out of the common 
way. And, 2s ſhe grew to years of matu- 


nity, her love to the word of God, and fe- 
| cret 


cret prayer ſeemed to grow with her, and. 
ſhe was frequently favoured with gracious 
viſits from the Lord. But yet, from a deep 
ſenſe of her own unworthineſs, and a cer- 
tain diffidence of ſpirit, ſne was long with- 
held from profeſſing the knowledge of ſalva- 
tion by the pardon and remiſſion: of her ſins; 
although, .at times, ſhe was very happy in- 
the love and favour of God; while her dif- 
poſitions, words, and actions conſtantly de- 
clared the deep piety of her heart. Her 
acquaintance with Mr. Rogers commenced 


at Edinburgh, in the year 1775, and they . i 


were married in the year 1778, at Shoreham. 
in Kent. The year after their marriage 
they removed to Leeds, where the Lord 
fully convinced her of the neceſſity of a 
further work of grace upon her ſoul than. 
ſhe had ever experienced. Her convictions 
of inbred ſin were deeper than ſne had ever 
felt before, although ſhe had no doubt of: 
her intereſt in Chriſt Jeſus, and of her be- 
ing an heir. of God, and à joint-heir with + 
Chriſt. On the new year's day in the even- 
ing, after returning from renewing her co- 
venant, as is cuftomary among the Metho- 
diſts, ſhe was much diſtreſſed in her ſoul. 
Several perſons came into the houſe and 
prayed with her, and the power of God 
was preſent to a but ſtill ſhe felt. 
52 712 0 754 5 as 
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as though ſhe were in chains, and wept bit- 
terly. Soon as the company was gone, her 
huſband endeavoured, in vain, to comfort 
her. They retired together for prayer, fell 
upon their knees, and wreſtled mightily 
with God. All her chains fell off in a 
moment, and ſhe declared in an extaſy of 
Joy, © that her ſoul was ſet at perfect li- 
berty.” She believed in the, Lord; ſhe 
praiſed him with joyful lips and a thankful 
heart, and rejoiced in the God of her ſal- 


pyation. And although her evidence did 


not always remain equally clear and com- 
fortable, yet, from that time to the day of 
her death, none that knew her had the leaft 
reaſon to call in queſtion the truth and 4 
cerity of her religious profeſſion. She a 
peared to grow in grace daily, eſpecial 
in meekneſs and humility, in refignation 
and lowlinefs of mind, till the time her 
happy ſpirit returned | with Joy unto. God 
who gave it. 
And, before we proved to take notice 
of her laſt fickneſs and death, I could wiſh 
to make mention of, and to recommend: to 
all our imitation, but efpecially to thoſe of 
her own ſex, the following ſtriking pres 
of her religious conduft. 
When at any time circumſtances of a 
difagreeable and in nature had hap- 
. 


pened in the ſocieties to which ſhe belong- 
ed, while others would have been talking 
over, and repeating grievances, her me- 
thod always was, to retire immediately for 
ſecret prayer, where ſhe uſually left her 
burden with the Lord. She was of few 
words; no tatler; no buſy body, but a 
keeper at home. She carefully refrained 
from ſpeaking evil of any one; but when 
any had uſed her unkindly, or caufed pain 
to her mind, ſhe bore it in filence, and re- 
commended them to God in prayer. She 
would never diſpute with any one. 
It was on the laſt new year's day that her 
danger began firſt to be diſcovered. After 
the renewal of the covenant, it was im- 
preſſed deeply upon her huſband's mind, 
that her ſickneſs would be unto death. Be- 
ing greatly diſtreſſed on her account, he 
went to her, and, after much entreaty, told 
her the cauſe of his uneaſineſs was owing to 
his fears for her ſafety. She replied, with 
her uſual fweetneſs, © Perhaps my life may 
© not be in danger. You can remember 
te the time when I was reduced much lower 
ec than I am now, and yet the Lord re- 
« ſtored me. He bringeth down to the 
cc grave and raiſeth up again. The Lord 
*© can do great things. Nay, he hath done 
| SEEN | „ : n great 
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TR 
et great i Fear not, and all ſhall 
debe welt. „ 
Jan. 7th. She ſtill continued to grow 
weaker. Beſides many other things which 
paſſed in converſation concerning her paſt 
life, and the dealings of God with her 
ſoul, ſhe ſaid to her huſband, © What 
cc pleaſure. ſhould it afford us, my dear, : 
« that we can look back on the five years 
cc we have lived together, and can ſay, we 
« have been helps and not hindrances to 
. « each other in the ways of God? And 
« what cauſe have you, as well as I, to be 
ec happy in the reflection, that we have 
c never had one jarring ſtring ſince. we 
« knew each other; that notwithſtanding 
« we have had many trials from others, yet 
« we have never been the leaſt cauſe of 
e ſorrow to each other? And if the Lord 
4 ſhould take me now, you; will follow me, 
« but not yet. No, my dear, you have 
« more to do and to ſuffer; but he who 
be has hitherto ſupported, will ſtill be your 
« helper. You will live to be more uſeful, 
d and more happy than ever. The Lord 
« knows you are upright before him, ſo 
« that you have nothing to fear. He will 
cc lay underneath you his everlaſting arms, 
cc therefore go on, and let nothing diſ- 
« courage you. I believe the Lord will 
= By e proſper 
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cc proſp er what you take in hand, and that 


„ he will bleſs the children, and make them 


ce his children. You may be diſcouraged 
ee to think how you ſhall. do with them 
« when I am gone; but you: need not. 
The Lord will raife you up friends where 
c you do not expect, and you ſhall want 
« for nothing; and what is beſt. of all, I 
« ſhall meet you in glory!” ? 

In the evening ſhe deſired the children, 
Joſeph and Benjamin, might be brought to 
her bed ſide. She kiſſed them both, and 
prayed that the. bleſſing of Jacob's God 
might ever attend them; and then added, 
I believe God will bleſs. you, and make 
« you a bleſſing to many. I belieye he will 


. © make you good men, and you will one 


« day follow me to heaven. 
Jan. 14. A part of the morning ſhe was 
ſcarce able to ſpeak at all; but her mind 
| ſeemed quite compoſed, | and a heavenly 
ſweetneſs was in her countenance. . Her 
huſband and Miſs Roe prayed with her, 
and afterwards: being ſeated. by her on each 
ſide of the bed, ſhe burſt ſuddenly into 
tears. On being aſked the cauſe, ſhe ſaid, 
“O! *tis happineſs makes me weep. 1 
* am thinking of Jeſus, and how his name 
© charms all the heavenly hoſt, and the 
” thought is almoſt overcoming, O! he 
| 1 


* 


14 
N precious Saviour! I have many ede 
e tions in heaven who are near and dear 
_« unto me; a father, a mother, and ſiſters, 
« and brothers, and others whom I loved 
ce tenderly; but they are all nothing when 
« I' think of Jeſus; and I ſhall foon ſee 
him and praiſe him better than I can 
c now. Angels will be blefſed compani- 
« ons above: but O! they are nothing: I 
ce can only think of Jeſus. My ſweet Sa- 
% viour! I do love thee! Where is that 
« hymn that ſpeaks of Jeſus as the ſubject 
« of all the angels' ſongs? The hymn was 
read, though with many tears, while ſhe | 


« ſeemed to rejoice with j Joy eee and 
L —_ of Slo. | 
: T. 
10 Berl. EN envrald gates! and bring 
To my raptur'd viſion, 
% All th' extatic joys that ſpring 
Round the bright Elyſian. 
Lo! we lift our longing. eyes; 3 95 
„ Break, ye intervening ſkies ! 
© Son of Righteouſneſs, ariſe, 
1 bes the gates of Paradiſe, 


rd 5 
4 + Floods of everlaſting light 
% Preelv flaſh before him; 
— „ Myriad: with ſopreme delight | 


0 e adore him! 5 : 
Te 2 Angel- 
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cc 
ce 
cc 


ce 


ce 


liar manner. 


035 * 


cc Angel-trumps, Nad his fame! 


Lutes of lucid gold, proclaim 


«© All the muſic of his name, 


Heaven echoing the theme! 


| ZI. 

„ Four and twenty Elders riſe 

From their princely ſtation ; 
1 Shout his glorious victor ies, 

«« Sing the great ſalvation ; 
« Caſt ha 

© Cry in reverential tone, 
1% Glory be to Gop alone, 

«« Holy, holy, holy One! 


IV. 


15 « Hark! the thrilling ſymphonies 


« Seem, methinks, to ſeize us! 


Join we too the holy lays, 


6 Jeſus L Jeſus ! Jeſus ! ; 


* Sweeteſt ſound in ſeraph's ſong ; 
«© Sweetelt note on mortal's tongue; 


. Sweeteſt carol ever ſung, 


"0 Jeſus! Jeſus! flow along! 


eir Crowns before his throne, 


On the ſame day Mr. Joſeph Roe called 
to ſee her, and being 
ſtairs into her room, ſhe ſaid to him, “ The 
« Lord favours me, Mr. Roe, in a pecu- 
I have no pain; and, af- 
ter all my unworthinefs, he gives me 
ſweetly to. rejoice in his love on a fick- 
and dying bed. His condeſcenſion is fo 
Sent, that, at tiges, a ſenſe of it almoſt. 

| ho over- 


deſired to walk up 


reer 


. 
« overpowers me. He is a precious Sa- 
cc viour, indeed he is; and hot: that' cleave 
© to him with a ſincere heart will ever find 
« him ſo. He knows I am ſincere, though 
« very undeſerving; and all I have ever 
be feared, or that has harraſſed my mind, 
has been; leſt others ſhould think me 
<< more than I am. I would not deceive 
« any one by profeſſing more than I poſ- 
cc ſeſs; the Lord knoweth. No; it would 
< be an awful thing to do that. 1 would 
« be ſincere. It is good to be ſincere. 
e We ſhall all find it ſo when we come to 
<« a death bed. I could wiſh we might all 
< live to God more than we have ever 
„ done. What is the world, or any thing 
in it; Jeſus i is all, and I ſhall praiſe him 
< for ever, I know I ſhall.” While ſhe 
ſpoke theſe words, ſhe ſeemed to be in an 
extaſy of joy and praiſe. Her ſparkling - 
eyes and out-ſpread arms made her to ap- 
pear as if ſhe were even now about'to 
take her flight to her immortal home. 

In the evening ſhe called upon thoſe 
about her to ſing, He comes, he comes, 
© the judge ſevere.” And ſhe ſung the 
whole hymn with them fo loud, that they 
were amazed, and much affected. 

Jan. 18. She had a violent fit of cough- 


"+ 1 ing, and nature ſeemed in agonies. Her 


huſband 


5 . 
huſpand ſaid to her, My dear, this is hard 


work. She turned her languid face to- 
wards hirn; and ſaid with a heavenly ſmile 
upon her countenance, No, my dear, it 
ce is not. No, no, it is not hard. Jeſus 
te makes it ſweet; he ſuffered much more 
« for me. 1 ſhould be ungrateful if 1 


e thought it hard, or if I had a murmur- 
© ing thought. 1] am ſenſible it is the 


Lord's goodneſs to me, and am thankful' 
it is ſo. My mind is. compoſed, and 1 


| * 


2 


am ſure all will be well.” 


Jan. 19th. This was an: happy iday to 


her. While her haſband ſtood by the bed 
ſide, ſhe looked at him and faid, 6 The 


“Lord bleſs you, my dear. He will bleſs 
© you. What cauſe have I to be thankful 


e 9 day I firſt knew you? But for 
< you I might have been caſt into the way 
< of -a gay world; but the Lord made you 
© the inſtrument of ſnatching me from it. 
„ hope I ſhall be one diamond mote in 
60 your crown, and ſhall praiſe God to all 


. 


* the Lord will be with you.” 


Jan. 23d. George Pearſon called to en- 


quire after her, and by her deſire he was 
aſked up Kairs. She gave him her hand 


and ſaid, Well, well, George, I am glad 


td ſee Fo I love to ſee the Lord's 
e 20110725 Dif = 110221 ee 


* eternity. for you. Go on, my dear, and 
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25 children, and I believe you are one. 
<« You have known the ways of God a long 
te time. The Lord has done much for you. 
% Yes, he has bleſſed you, and he will 
« bleſs you ftill. He is a good and faith- 


ful God. I have ever proved him ſo, 
e and eſpecially in this time of need. He 


Ln) 


a 


„ does bleſs me, and comfort me, and will 
« fave me to the end. I believe you have 


© had many trials ſince you firſt ſet out in 
c the ways of God. You now grow nearer 
te the end of your journey. You will not 
forſake the Lord now, and I am ſure 
« he will not forſake you. No, no, the 


* 


Lord never forſakes his people. You ſee 


ce he does not forſake me, unworthy as 1 
« am.” He prayed with her. She bade the 
Lord bleſs him, and ſaid ſhe found her 


mind much encouraged. All preſent were 
_ melted into tears of tenderneſs and love. 


Some time after this, ſht called the maid 
to her and ſaid, © Phoebe, be ſure you be 


a good girl. Serve the Lord; give him 


«© your heart. Religion is the beſt thing, 


© Phcebe. Towne elſe will do. Be truly 
religious, and then you will be fit to 


cc live, and fit: to die. O! it is a bleſſed 


ce thing to be devoted to God in our youth. 
Don't forget what I ſay. I am dying. 
«© You may live many years, or you may 
A: follow me ſoon: we cannot tell. - The 


8 8825 
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C39) 


„ Lord et O think on theſe things, 


« do. And then you will tee. me * in 
« heaven.” 


Jan. 24. Being aſked how ſhe felt, ſhe re- 


plied, © Very comfortable. I feel the Lord 
is good to me. And notwithſtanding all 


« my unworthineſs, I believe he will ac- 
te cept me. Nay, he does accept me. I 


© know that Jeſus is mine, and I am his! 
© T am indebted to his merit for all. I am 
« ſaved entirely through Chriſt alone. I 


* 


leave my every concern with him, and I 


am ſure he will keep, that which I have 
«© committed to his care. My huſband, 
„my children, my friends, my every Care 


6 leave with Jeſus. I fully believe he 
will e them all, and we ſhall meet 


. 


** 


above. 
Jan. 26th. 13 8 with Spe 


when ſhe had recovered a little, the ſaid, 


„Well, but I know my reward is with 


.* the Lord, and my God will be my - 


„help. And glory be to his dear name, I 
feel he doth help me. My truſt is in 
the Lord; he is near unto me at all 


A 


cc 


cc timéès And again, after a ſevere fit 


of ſickneſs, and a ſleepleſs night, ſhe turned 


her face to Miſs Roe and ſaid, „ Well, my 


dear, I think the Lord will net tarry 
© long now, O he is a ſweet Saviour. 


9 | « We 
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*. We ſhall ſoon meet where we - ſhall re- 
c joice together for ever: 
% How ſhall we ſirg and 8 there, 


Our dangers and eſcapes compare, 
Our days of. fleſh and woe! 


Yes, we ſhall, we ſhall.” 


_ . She continued in a rapture of; joy, as one 
juſt ready to take the wing, while Miſs Roe 
repeated the following verfes from a divine 
poet. | 

* He looks from the blies, | 
% He ſhews us the prize, 


« And gives us a lign . : | 
85 That we ſhall o*'ercome by the mercy divine, | 
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60 The Saviour of all, 
„ For us he ſhall call, | . 
Shall ſhortly a pear, „„ 
Our day of eternal alvation i is near. YOu 
** , 4 
For us is prepard 
The angelical N To 
„The convoy attends, 


hh A ph in hoſt of IN friends, 


. Ready wing'd for Weir fight, 
To the regions of light, 
The horſes are come, 
Ik ee of Iſrael to n us home, * 


Fe or ſeveral days the. was . 
; weak, and could ſcarcely be heard to ſpeak. 


Ar Res, however, the e FO 
bY 4 my 
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ce 


cc 
«c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc: 


cc 
cc 
cc 
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my precious, precious. Lord, thou wilt 


dot tanz: long! I ſhall ſoon be with 
thee. What a day will that be! I ſhall 


praiſe thee for ever! O what ſweetneſs, 


what happineſs I feel!. I am quite re- 
ſigned, entirely ſo. All the Lord does 


is well done indeed! Iam glad it is juſt 
as it is; all is right. Come, Lord Jeſus! 
O come quickly O come my dear Jeſus, 


do come and help me] Thou wilt come 
ſoon, I ſhall ſoon be with thee! - 


Feb. 15th... A little before three 0 clock 
this morning ſhe had a ſevere fit of cough- 


ing, and tried to get up the phlegm in 
vain. Her huſband ſaid to her, You 


«£45 
xc 


ec 
cc 


4c 
cc 


cc 


have had a hard ſtruggle, my dear; but 
this alſo is permitted by 15 who loves 
« you. tenderly. Jes, you are dear to 
ec him. God has ſome good. end to an- 
ſwer in thus lengthening out your afflic- 


tion, But your Lord is now ſaying, It 


is enough! Only have faith and Patience 


a few minutes longer. This is patience's 


laſt work, and it is nearly finiſhed, ſo 
ſhall you be perfect and entire, lacking 
nothing. You are this moment ſuffering 
all, you ever ſhall ſuffer to all eternity. 
You. ſhall never, never, never ſuffer 
again! Methinks I hear Jeſus now ſay- 


| ing, Lo! I come quickly to 9 ay al 


* 

« All tears for ever from your eyes. It is 
* done. Thou ſhalt ſorrow no more, nei- 
* ther ſhalt thou feel any more pain!” 
She replied, ' © Theſe are precious words. 
© They comfort me; and I believe it is all 
6 true, and 1 fhall prove it fo. Yes, I 
_ «ſhalt! 1 ſhall! I ſhall!” After this ſhe 
lay compofed about a quarter of an hour, 
ſilently breathing prayer and praiſe to God. 
Then the cough came on again, and a 
moſt ſevere. ſtruggle enſued, which threw 
her into the agonies of death. She was 
convulſed all over in a moment. While 
the agony was at the height, it was thought 
ſhe was delirious. Juſt as it ſeized her, ſhe 


* 


cried, Pray! pray! pray! O pray for 


% me.” Her friends did fo. The agony 
abated a little, and her reaſon Fetiifdied 
She inſtantly cried out with uncommon ve- 
hemency, claſping her hands, © My God! 
% My God! My Saviour My King!” 
repeating it many, many times. Her huſ- 
band replied, “ Yes, my deareſt creature, 
« your Saviour is coming to you. He is 
«here. Jeſus is now ſtanding by, and his 
* holy angels with him. They are all 
«© waiting for you. See! See! their wings 
are already ſpread out to bear you away.” 
She cried out with an uncommon loud 
voice, „ know it! I know it! I know it 
L293. : En, cc well! | 


* 


0 43 ) 
„ well! 1 know it. well!” repeating, the 
ſame words at leaſt ten times over. 
was then filent a little. When her ee 
could ſ eak, he repeated to ber theſe. few 
lines Mr. Pope; 125 

Hark! they whiſper! . 6. 

„ Siſter ſpirit come away !'! _ | | 
Telling her theſe her favourite 1 were 
now compleatly fulkled in 00s Ae, 1755 
was now in effect ſaying, D 


* Ceaſe, fond nature, ceaſe thy "OY 
* And let me languiſh into life.” 


He was going on to the end of the verſe; 7 
but Juſt as he repeated '_ _. | 
Heaven opens on my eyes! py. 


She ſtopped him ſhort by crying oüt 0 pot” 
as to be heard down ſtairs, and through 
every room in the houſe, © See! See! See! 
What a fine man! See! See! See! What 
« a fine man!” The ſcene was very af- 
fecting. In that dread moment ſuch a ſo- 
lemn awe fell upon all thoſe about her, as 
the Lord Jelus Chriſt were e vilibly pre- 
ent. 

She continued ac her eyes fixed, re- 
peating the fame words, © See! See! See! 
« What a fine man!” for fifteen or twenty 
minutes without intermiſſion, till her 
ſtrength was quite exhauſted. T hen with 


a lower . 


483 


A lover Vier ſhe cried, Come! Come! 
*« Come?” Saviour! Saviour! Come! Come! 
* Come. And ently Teanmng: back, the 
ſweetly funk into his arms. 

And now, my dear brethren, what: "2 | 
you to theſe things? You ſee here is a ten- 
der, delicate, dyit ng woman, in the 29th 
year of her age, 
heaven, while in the body upon earth; and 
triumphing over, and bidding defiance to, 
all the. powers of death and the inviſible 

world. Surely there is a reality in reli- 
gion. Or, if it be a deluſion, it is ſuch a 
deluſion as 1 wiſh daily to be more and 
more affected with. What others may 
think. of, her dying ſcene and teſtimony. 1 
Ee not. It appears to me a noble 122 
ſtance of the power of faith and the effica- 
cy. of, religion. And, in ſpite of all the 
: obloquy and oppoſition of a ſneering and 
110 0 orld, 7 Nr {freely and chear- 
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